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Senate Panel; | 
Cuts Amount 
By 81.2 Billion 


! . By Spencer Rich 

; %»«Wn«tbn Post Staff Wtlfef . 

I The Senate Foreign Re 
[lations Committee voted 
i unanimously yesterday tc 
| revive foreign aid, but only 
I after splitting it into twc 
i separate economic and mil 
* itary assistance bills and 
f Slashing more than $1.2 bib 
I lion from President Nix- 
!■ on’s $3.6 billion request for, 
this year. 

I The two bills, totalling' 

| $2,329 billion in 'authoriza- 
r Rons, are intended as an ‘‘in- 
terim” substitute for the $2,3 
j billion measure rejected by' 

!• the Senate Friday by a 41 to 
| 27 vote. * ■'! 

White House Press Secre- 
tary Ronald L; Ziegler told re- 
porters immediately after the 
committee action, “We are not 
satisfied with that level. It is 
r not sufficient to meet the es- 
sential elements of the Prpsk 
dent’s policy.” He added, “Ymt 
■ may quote the President” that 
r,,the $2,329 billion figure “Is in* 

I sufficient.” 

I Senate Minority Leader 
1 Hugh Scott (R-Pa.) told report- 
ers that he believed the com- 
mittee had reported out the 
best bills it could, given the 
" deep disagreements within it 
I over the aid program. 

But lie said he would offer 
i floor amendments to raise the 
i total, although Hot nil the way 
* to $2.9 billion again, becaus 
that Would simply risk ir 
other rejection of the progra 
! by tho Se , ' ,te — H-°- aaifLiha-he- 
; Hived h 


enough vote switches to pass 
t the two measures if their total , 
i; added up to somewhere be-/ 
i‘ tween $2,329 billion and $2.9^ 
L billion. ' : ■ " 

§• The two bills reported out* 
f yesterday: 

* • A $1,144 billion economic’ 

|Uhd humanitarian aid author- 
ization. This includes $250 mil- 
lion for development loans, 
$175 million for technical as- 
sistance, $225 million for the 
Alliance for Progress, $250 
million for Pakistan refugee 
relief and $139 million for the 
-kUnited Nations. 

1/ • A ' $1,185 billion military 
"aid authorization, which in- 
cludes $350 million for mill- 
I tary aid grants, $435 million 
for war-related economic sup- 
porting assistance (of which 
$85 million is earmarked for 
Israel) and $400 million for 
foreign military credit sales 
(with $300 million in arms 
credit authority earmarked for 
1 Israel). The biggest cuts were 
in this area. 

An unusual feature of com- 
nittee voting was the use by 
Scott of a proxy from Karl E. 
Mundf (R-S.D.), who has been 
absent from the Senate for , f 
two years because of illness ^ 
and has never appeared on the j 
floor during that period. t 
Mundt’a proxy was decisive in i 
ah 8-to-7 committee vote to ■ 
package humanitarian and eco- 
nomic aid together, instead of ■ 
leaving them separate and , 
‘having a total of three bills. 

Tij-n mlUiacy kill — aintai ns 
a -&341 million ceiling on aid 
t fLrambodiai whlcli tne 8 (1-' 
wi inktration has now saicry t 
w itt accept, after threatening 
' n veto of tne earlier « 
mcfi5iire, nvpr an identical pro.' , 
ylclnrf Althniigb .Jt— P n l)( 

$341 . , - mill i on IK fu nds 
f oy ^.ayubodia aid. It had op- 
PjgpH a ceiling ill ca&fi—itj 
tf,, nv 11 " 1 * 1YinrB for, 
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State Department spokes-* 
I man Charles Bray said yester-( 
1 day, in the first such assur-, 
ance yet given by the ad™ 1 "'; 
istration, that Cambodia aid 
programs “have come close to 
their peak and will be declin- 
ing.” The $341 million celling 
was designed to head off a sus- 
pected increase. 

-’"' other Impo rtant Rroyhdons 
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land or Laosj;tlm3uoliig...au t 

/ a (I T A pro gram of financin g 
-ThaP’vo lunteers’ 1 in Northern 
Xaos). Senate Majority Leader 
MikP Mansfipld s end-thc-war- 
. ' tb-six-montbs ainenri meat-aTso 
- is. in the hill. 

: bespite committee approval, 

the aid program still faces 
i serious obtacles. Foreign Re- 
lations Committee Chairman 
J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) and 
some other former aid support- 
ers who voted against the bill 
on the floor last Friday still 
have serious reservations about 
the use of military assistance 
as a tool to "bribe” potential 
allies and still fear that aid to 
i Cambodia may lead to deeper 
U.S. involvement and a long- 
term financial drain. 

Traditional foes of high for- 
eign spending may not be fully 
assuaged by the committee's 
big slashes. 

In the House, which has al- 
ready passed a $3.4 billion 
authorization bill, the whole 
issue will have to come to the 
floor again. Foreign ^Affairs 
Committee Chairman Thotnas 
E. Morgan (D-Pa.) said yester- 
day it will be hard to get both 
bills through the House separ 


ately, since economic aid has 
always piggybacked to passage 
on the shoulders 'of military 
aid. 

Even if the authorizations 
pass both chambers the pro- 
gram could face new cuts in 
the appropriations commit- 
tees. Senate Appropriations 
Committee Chairman Allan J. 
Ellcnder (D-La.) said yester- 
day he couldn’t envision his 
committee voting out more 
than $2 billion tc- $2.2 billion 
in actual appropriations. 

V Before taking final action 
yesterday, the committee de- 
feated, 10 to 6, a proposal by 
Sens. Jacob K. Javits (R-N.Y.), 
Clifford P. Case (R-N.J.) and 
John Sherman Cooper (R- 
Ky.) to approve a flat $2.4 bil- 
lion in a single bill, and in- 
clude language barring any 
funds in the bill from being 
used for Cambodia and Laos 

V except for the purpose of 
assisting in withdrawal of U.S. 
iforceg from Indochina. 


r Javits told reporters before 
the meeting that he would 
'seek a $2.9 billion authoriza- 
tion, but Case said the three 
ishaved the figure to $2.4 
billion when it became clear 
that the higher figure had no 
chance. 

. Fulbright and the bulk of 
Committee Democrats opposed 
the Javits-Case-Cooper pro- 
posal because they favored a 
three-bill approach — seeking 
to have each of the separate 
portions of the program fly on 
its own — and a lower total 
j figure, $2,065 billion. 

The committee first voted 
9 to 7 for a three-bill system,, 
then voted 8 to 7 to join eco- 
nomic and humanitarian aid. 
It went down each separate 
item in the two final bills, ana’ 
Republicans won enough in- 
creases to push the final two- 
bill total to $2,329 billion. Scott 


said he favored a single pack-] 
age for fear military or eco- 
nomic aid portions might be 
defeated if sent to the' floor 
alone, in a three-bill system. 
“Deputy Secretary of Defense 
David Packard, in a statement 
yesterday, blasted defeat oi 
the earlier bill, saying (in a 
reference to Fulbright) that 
he hoped it didn’t Indicate a 
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desire to return to “Fortress! 
Arkansas.” 

He declined to link the bill’s 1 
defeat to any possible slow- 
down of U.S. withdrawal from 
Vietnam; but in emphasizing 
the need for military aid to 
U.S. allies, said the U.S, Navy 
would have to pull out of the 
Mediterranean without the 
support of Greece and Turkey, 
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